Thursday, September 4, 2003
1 Chronicles 23:1 - 27:34

Chapter 25 indicates again the importance of music in worship during David’s reign. The musicians were Levites, the same family from which came the priests. Verse 3 tells us that music was often a part of the prophets’ proclamations. Verse 5 lists Heman, father of seventeen children, as the chief seer in David’s court during the late years of his reign. 

Lots were cast in order to determine where and when the Levite musicians and gatekeepers would serve. After all, the number of gatekeepers and musicians was more than adequate for the job. You may recall that Zechariah, the father of John the Baptist, was a priest in the temple. John 1:8 says that his “division” was on duty the day that the angel announced to him the coming birth of a son. Today’s passage tells us where the 24 divisions of priests originated. In fact, by the time of the birth of John and Jesus there were so many eligible priests to serve in the temple that this day in his life was probably the only day that Zechariah would serve in the part of the temple called the holy of holies. There were so many men for each of the jobs concerning the temple and worship because the participants were not chosen by ability, but according to what family they were born into.
